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A a
a

ā
/a/ as in above 

/a/ as in law

Æ æ ē /a/ as in ate

B b bē /ba/ as in bay

C c cē
before e, i, y: /cha/ as in change

before a, o, u: /ki/ as in kick

D d dē /de/ as in date

E e
e

ē

/e/ as in get

/a/ as in ate

F f ĕf /eff/ as in effort

G g gē
before e, i, y: /ja/ as in jade

before a, o, u: /ga/ as in gate 

H h hă /ho/ as in hock

I i
i 

ī

/i/ as in pin

/ee/ as in feet

J j jōtă /yo'-tu/ as in yo' tugboat

K k kă /co/ as in cot

L l ĕl /el/ as in elbow

ALPHABETUM LATINUM
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M m ĕm /em/ as in empty

N n ĕn /en/ as in enter

O o
o

ō

/o/ as in gone

/o/ as in open

Œ œ ē /a/ as in ate

P p pē /pa/ as in pay

Q q kū /coo/ as in cooing

R r ĕr /air/ as in fair

S s ĕs /ess/ as in essence

T t tē /ta/ as in take

U u
u

ū

/u/ as in underground

/oo/ as in loose

V v vē /va/ as in vain

W w wăw /wow/ as in wowee

X x ĭx /icks/ as in tricks

Y y ī /ee/ as in feet

Z z zētă /s/ as in his

ALPHABETUM LATINUM
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A a
a

ā

/a/ as in above 

/a/ as in law

Æ æ ē /a/ as in ate

E e
e

ē

/e/ as in get

/a/ as in ate

I i
i 

ī

/i/ as in pin

/ee/ as in feet

O o
o

ō

/o/ as in gone

/o/ as in open

U u
u

ū

/u/ as in underground

/oo/ as in loose

Y y ī /ee/ as in feet

The Latin Vowels

C c cē
before e, i, y: /cha/ as in change

before a, o, u: /ki/ as in kick

G g gē
before e, i, y: /ja/ as in jade

before a, o, u: /ga/ as in gate 

“c” and “g” in Latin
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Subject The subject of a sentence is the person or thing 

performing the action of the verb.

The priest celebrates Mass.

Sacerdos missam celebrat.

In Latin, the subject is placed in the nominative case.

Objects Objects are nouns or pronouns that receive the action 

of the verb.  They indicate towards what or whom the 

action of the verb is directed.

Direct object A direct object is a noun or pronoun that receives the 

action of the verb directly.  It answers the question 

whom? or what? asked after the verb.  Most English 

direct objects are put into the accusative case in Latin.

God loves man.

Deus hominem amat.

The girl sees the bull.

Puella taurum videt.

Some few Latin verbs take other cases for the direct 

object.  These must be memorized.

ENGLISH GRAMMAR for
Learning Latin
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR for

Learning Latin

Indirect object An indirect object is a noun or pronoun that receives the action 

of the verb indirectly, through the prepositions “to” or “for” in 

English.  It explains “to whom” or “for whom” or “to what” or 

“for what” the action of the verb is done.  An indirect object 

answers the question to (for) whom? or to (for) what? asked 

after the verb.

The king gives gifts to the people.

Rēx dōna populō dat.

The farmer did me a favor

Agricola mihi grātum fēcit.

English indirect objects are put into the dative case in Latin.  

Note that, in English, the word to or for is frequently left out.
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Noun A noun is a word that can be the name of a person, animal, place, 

thing, event or idea.  A noun that is that name of a specific 

person, place, thing, etc., is called a PROPER NOUN.  The rest 

are called COMMON NOUNS:

The king of gods and men was Jupiter.

Jupiter is a proper noun, the others are common nouns.

Pronoun A pronoun is a word used in place of one or more nouns.  It may 

stand, therefore, for a person, animal, place, thing, event or idea:

Midas likes gold, and he turns everything to gold.

The pronoun in this sentence is he.
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR for

Learning Latin

Preposition A preposition is a word that shows the relationship of 

one word (a noun or pronoun) to another word in the 

sentence.  Prepositions may indicate location, 

direction, time, manner or agent:

Paul has an appointment after school.

The preposition in this sentence is after.

Prepositions themselves never change form.  However, 

for each preposition, you must learn if it takes an 

object in the accusative or ablative case:

The chest was carried toward an island.

Arca ad īnsulam portāta est.

(ad takes the accusative, so īnsulam is in the 

accusative feminine singular.)

The chest was found by a fisherman.

Arca ā piscātōre inventa est.

ā or ab (“by”) requires an ablative object (similarly to 

English a/an, it is ā before a word beginning with a 

consonant, otherwise ab), so piscātōre is in the 

ablative.
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The possessive The term possessive means that one noun, the possessor, owns 

or possesses another noun, the possessed.

In English we can show possession in two ways:

1. By using an apostrophe (’):

a. For a singular possessor, apostrophe + s:

Ovid’s poetry

A bird’s song

b. For a plural possessor, s + apostrophe:

The boys’ mother

2. By using the word of followed by the possessor:

The poetry of Ovid

The teacher of the students.

In Latin, there is only one way to express possession:  with the 

genitive case:

Liber magistrī

The teacher’s book (or the book of the teacher)

Pater puellārum

The girls’ father (or the father of the girls)
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What is “declension?”

de·clen·sion
/dəˈklen(t)SH(ə)n/

The variation of the form of a noun, pronoun, or adjective, 
by which its grammatical case, number, and gender are identified.

A noun case represents the grammatical role that a noun plays in a sentence:

• Is it the subject of the sentence?
• Is it the direct object?
• Is it the indirect object?
• Is it indicating possession?
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Cases in English

Cases in modern English are much simpler than they were a few centuries 
ago. Today, English has, basically, only three cases: nominative, possessive and 
objective:

Singular

Nominative Case : boy, horse, fly, chimney, calf, lass, man, deer
Possessive Case : boy’s, horse’s, fly’s, chimney’s, calf’s, lass’s, man’s, deer’s
Objective Case : boy, horse, fly, chimney, calf, lass, man, deer

Plural

Nominative Case : boys, horses, flies chimneys, calves, lasses, men, deer
Possessive Case : boys’, horses’, flies’, chimneys’, calves’, lasses’, men’s, deer’s
Objective Case : boys, horses, flies, chimneys, calves, lasses, men, deer
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Where we still see some remnants of the case system from Old English is 
in pronouns:
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Cases in Latin

Latin – being a language “frozen in time” – still retains a complete case system. 
Unfortunately, this often makes it appear difficult for English speakers (as well as 
those who speak languages which, like English, have mostly lost their case
system – such as Spanish, French, Italian).

There are five main cases in Latin:

Nominative – subject of sentence

Genitive – to indicate possession

Dative – to indicate the indirect object

Accusative – to indicate the direct object

Ablative – to indicate by or with something

There are a couple other cases but you don’t need to deal with them now.
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The case of a Latin noun is determined by the word ending that is used. Each 
noun has a “stem” to which different endings are added to put a noun in one of 
these five cases. This is similar to English adding an s to a word to indicate plural 
or adding  ’s to indicate the possessive (in latin the possessive is called the 
genitive case.)

All nouns in Latin belong to one of five groups, called declensions. Each of these 
declensions provides the “template” for adding the appropriate endings for each 
case.

The Five Declensions
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terra
terræ

porta
portæ

terra

terrārum

terræ

terrīs

terræ

terrās

terram

terrīs

terrā

terræ

Marīa
Mariæ

victōria
victōriæ

nauta
nautæ

S
i
n
g
u
l
a
r

P
l
u
r
a
l

Noun
silva
silvæ

glōria
glōriæ

porta

portæ

portīs

portæ

portās

portam

portīs

portā

portæ

Marīa

Marīæ

Marīīs

Marīæ

Marīās

Marīam

Marīīs

Marīā

Marīæ

nauta

nautæ

nautīs

nautæ

nautās

nautam

nautīs

nautā

nautæ

victōria

victōriæ

victōriīs

victōriæ

victōriās

victōriam

victōriīs

victōriā

victōriæ

silva

silvæ

silvīs

silvæ

silvās

silvam

silvīs

silvā

silvæ

glōria

glōriæ

glōriīs

glōriæ

glōriās

glōriam

glōriīs

glōriā

glōriæ

portārum Marīārum nautārum victōriārum silvārum glōriārum
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1. terram the earth/land (direct object)

Noun MeaningCase

Sing-Acc

2. silvās the forests (direct object)Plur-Acc

3. portārum

4. glōriam fame or glory (direct object)Sing-Acc

of the gates or the gates’ (poss)Plur-Gen

5. portās the gates (direct object)Plur-Acc

6. silvam the forest (direct object)Sing-Acc

7. victōriæ of the victory, the victory’s (poss), to the victory
the victories (subject)

Sing-Gen-Dat 
Plur-Nom

8. nautārum of the sailors or the sailors’  (poss) Plur-Gen

9. terræ of the earth/land, the earth’s (poss), to the earth
the earths or the lands (subject)

Sing-Gen-Dat
Plur-Nom
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Noun MeaningCase

10. victōria the victory (subject)Sing-Nom

11. nautæ of the sailor, the sailor’s (poss), to the sailor
the sailors (subject)

Sing-Gen-Dat
Plur-Nom

12. victōriam the victory (direct object)Sing-Acc

14. Marīæ of Mary, Mary’s (poss), to Mary
Marys (subject)

Sing-Gen-Dat
Plur-Nom

13. glōriæ of fame/glory, fame’s (poss), to the glory
glories (subject)

Sing-Gen-Dat
Plur-Nom

15. porta the gate (subject)Sing-Nom

16. silvīs to the forests or by/with/from the forestsPlur-Dat-Abl

17. victōriā by/with/from the victorySing-Abl
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Noun MeaningCase

18. terra the earth/land (subject)Sing-Nom

19. portīs to the gates or by/with/from the gatesPlur-Dat-Abl

20. nautīs to the sailors or by/with/from the sailorsPlur-Dat-Abl

21. portā by/with/from the gateSing-Abl

22. Marīa Mary (subject)Sing-Nom

24. terrā by/with/from the earth, landSing-Abl

23. terrārum of the lands/earths or the lands’  (poss)Plur-Gen

25. silva the forest (subject)Sing-Nom
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Noun MeaningCase

26. Marīam Mary (direct object)Sing-Acc

27. silvæ of the forest, the forest’s (poss), to the forest
the forests (subject)

Sing-Gen-Dat
Plur-Nom

28. terrīs to the earth/land or by/with/from the earth/landPlur-Dat-Abl

29. glōria fame/glory (subject)Sing-Nom

30. silvā by/with/from the forestSing-Abl

31. silvārum of the forests, the forests’ (poss)Plur-Gen

32. nauta sailor (subject)Sing-Nom

33. portæ of the gate, the gate’s (poss), to the gate
the gates (subject)

Sing-Gen-Dat
Plur-Nom
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1. How can you tell the difference between  the nominative and ablative 
singular of the first declension?

1. The “a” ending in the nominative is short, in the ablative it is long (ā).

Exercise #3 – Page 9

2. How can you find the stem of a Latin noun?

2. You drop the ending of the Genitive Singular to find the stem.

3. How can you tell to what declension a noun belongs?

3. The Genitive Singular ending tells you to what declension a noun belongs.
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Exercise #5 – Page 11

Translate
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Marīa ōrat.

Mary prays.

5.1

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Marīa

What is the verb? 

ōrat

Complete  sentence

= Mary (S,f)

= (he/she) prays
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Nautæ ōrant.

The sailors pray.

5.2

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nautæ

What is the verb?

ōrant

Complete  sentence

= The sailors (P,m)

= (they) pray
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Nauta ōrat.

The sailor prays.

5.3

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nauta

What is the verb?

ōrat

Complete  sentence

= The sailor (S,m)

= (he/she) prays
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Nautæ nōn ōrant.

The sailors do not pray.

5.4

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nautæ

What is the verb?

nōn ōrant

Complete  sentence

= The sailors (P,m)

= (they) do not pray
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Vident.

They see.

5.5

What is the subject?  Number?

(assumed)

What is the verb?

Vident

Complete  sentence

= They (P)

= (they) see
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Nauta videt.

The sailor sees.

5.6

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nauta

What is the verb?

videt

Complete  sentence

= The sailor (S,m)

= (he/she) sees
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Marīa videt.

Mary sees.

5.7

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Marīa

What is the verb?

videt

Complete  sentence

= Mary (S,f)

= (he/she) sees
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Videt.

He/she sees.

5.8

What is the subject?  Number?

(assumed)

What is the verb?

Videt

Complete  sentence

= he/she (S)

= (he/she) sees.
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Nautæ nōn vident.

The sailors do not see.

5.9

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nautæ

What is the verb?

nōn vident

Complete  sentence

= The sailors (P,m)

= (they) do not see.
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Nōn ōrat.

He/she does not pray.

5.10

What is the subject?  Number?

(assumed)

What is the verb?

nōn ōrat

Complete  sentence

= he/she (S)

= (he/she) does not pray.
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Exercise #6 – Page 14

Translate
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Nautæ terram laudant.

The sailors praise the earth (or the land).

6.1

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nautæ

What is the verb?

laudant

Complete  sentence

= The sailors (P,m)

= (they) praise

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

terram = the earth (or the land) (S,f)
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Nautæ prōvinciam vident.

The sailors see the province.

6.2

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nautæ

What is the verb?

vident

Complete  sentence

= The sailors (P,m)

= (they) see

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

prōvinciam = the province (S,f)
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Marīa silvās laudat.

Mary praises the forests.

6.3

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Marīa

What is the verb?

laudat

Complete  sentence

= Mary (S,f)

= (he/she) praises

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

silvās = the forests (P,f)
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Nauta silvās videt.

The sailor sees the forests.

6.4

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nauta

What is the verb?

videt

Complete  sentence

= The sailor (S,m)

= (he/she) sees

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

silvās = the forests (P,f)
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Nauta portam videt.

The sailor sees the gate.

6.5

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nauta

What is the verb?

videt

Complete  sentence

= The sailor (S,m)

= (he/she) sees

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

portam = the gate (S,f)
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Prōvinciam nōn laudant.

They do not praise the province.

6.6

What is the subject?  Number?

(assumed)

What is the verb?

nōn laudant

Complete  sentence

= they (P)

= (They) do not praise

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

Prōvinciam = the province (S,f)
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Nautæ Marīam laudant.

The sailors praise Mary.

6.7

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nautæ

What is the verb?

laudant

Complete  sentence

= The sailors (P,m)

= (they) praise

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

Marīam = Mary (S,f)
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Victōriam laudant.

They praise the victory.

6.8

What is the subject?  Number?

(assumed)

What is the verb?

laudant

Complete  sentence

= they (P)

= (they) praise

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

Victōriam = the victory (S,f)
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Nautæ glōriam laudant.

The sailors praise fame (or glory).

6.9

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Nautæ

What is the verb?

laudant

Complete  sentence

= The sailors (P,m)

= (they) praise

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

glōriam = fame (or glory) (S,f)
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Marīam laudat.

He/she praises Mary.

6.10

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

(assumed)

What is the verb?

laudat

Complete  sentence

= he/she (S,m)

= (he/she) praises

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

Marīam = Mary (S,f)
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Prōvinciam videt.

He/she sees the province.

6.11

What is the subject?  Number?

(assumed)

What is the verb?

videt

Complete  sentence

= he/she (S)

= (he/she) sees

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

Prōvinciam = the province (S,f)
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Exercise #7 – Page 15

Translate
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They praise Mary.

Marīam laudant.

7.1

What is the subject?  Number?

They

What is the verb?

praise

Translate the entire sentence

= (assumed) (P)

= laudant

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

Mary = Marīam (S,f)
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The sailors see the province.

Nautæ prōvinciam vident.

7.2

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

The sailors

What is the verb?

see

Translate the entire sentence

= Nautæ (P,m)

= vident

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the province = prōvinciam (S,f)
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The sailors praise glory.

Nautæ glōriam laudant.

7.3

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

The sailors

What is the verb?

praise

Translate the entire sentence

= Nautæ (P,m)

= laudant

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

glory = glōriam (S,f)
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He sees the gate.

Portam videt.

7.4

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

He

What is the verb?

sees

Translate the entire sentence

= (assumed) (S,m)

= videt

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the gate = Portam (S,f)
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The sailor does not praise the province.

Nauta prōvinciam nōn laudat.

7.5

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

The sailor

What is the verb?

does not praise

Translate the entire sentence

= Nauta (S,m)

= nōn laudat

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the province = prōvinciam (S,f)
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They praise the forest.

Silvam laudant.

7.6

What is the subject?  Number?

They

What is the verb?

praise

Translate the entire sentence

= (assumed) (P)

= laudant

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the forest = Silvam (S,f)
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He sees the sailors.

Nautās videt.

7.7

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

He

What is the verb?

sees

Translate the entire sentence

= (assumed) (S,m)

= videt

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the sailors = Nautās (P,m)
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She praises the victory.

Victōriam laudat.

7.8

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

She

What is the verb?

praises

Translate the entire sentence

= (assumed) (S,f)

= laudat

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the victory = Victōriam (S,f)
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They see the gate.

Portam vident.

7.9

What is the subject?  Number?

They

What is the verb?

see

Translate the entire sentence

= (assumed) (P)

= vident

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the gate = Portam (S,f)
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Mary does not praise the sailors.

Marīa nautās nōn laudat.

7.10

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

Mary

What is the verb?

does not praise

Translate the entire sentence

= Marīa (S,f)

= nōn laudat

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the sailors = nautās (P,m)
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The sailors see the land.

Nautæ terram vident.

7.11

What is the subject?  Number & Gender?

The sailors

What is the verb?

see

Translate the entire sentence

= Nautæ (P,m)

= vident

What is the direct object?  Number & Gender?

the land = terram (S,f)
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Exercise #8 – Page 16

1. Recite each question

2. Translate each question

1. glōria prōvinciæ the fame (or glory) of the province (ie the province’s fame)

2. victōria nautæ the victory of the sailor (ie the sailor’s victory)

3. glōria Marīæ

4. glōria nautæ the fame (or glory) of the sailor (ie the sailor’s fame)

the glory (or fame) of Mary (ie Mary’s glory)

5. silva prōvinciæ the forest of the province (ie the province’s forest)

6. victōria nautārum the victory of the sailors (ie the sailors’ victory)

7. porta prōvinciæ the gate of the province (ie the province’s gate)
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Exercise #9 – Page 16

1. Translate each question

2. Recite each answer

1. the sailor’s victory victōria nautæ

2. Mary’s victory victōria Marīæ

3. the gate of the province

4. Mary’s fame glōria Marīæ

porta prōvinciæ

5. the sailors’ victory victōria nautārum

6. the forest of the province silva prōvinciæ


